Wiretaps

QUESTION:

According to the PY 1985 budget Justification, the number of Title
III wiretaps for 198*1 was approximately 80. How significant have the
results been from using wiretaps? How important are they to investiga-
tions for drug traffickers?

ANSWER!

For 1981, there were a total of 391 narcotic-related Title III inves-
tigations by DEA and the FBI.   In 117 of these DBA was the primary
agency, and 179 were conducted Jointly.

This investigative tool continues to be an extremely valuable tech-
nique and is generally implemented when an investigation cannot be
further penetrated through normal avenues.

The use of Title III provides the means to infiltrate an organization
by Identifying intended recipients of controlled substances; identify-
ing members involved in distribution; financing of the narcotics
distribution network; and identifying the assets and methods used to
deliver, store and distribute narcotics.   As you know, many organiza-
tions upper echelons are insulated by mid-and lower-level distributors
who are either family members or long standing trusted friends.   These
violators are often untouchable because they remove themselves from
the day-to-day direct contact with lower level members.   Title III
Investigations have enabled us to gain the necessary evidence to
arrest and prosecute successfully the heads of major organizations
and their other members.

FBI Involvement in PEA Task Forces
QUESTION:

With the FBI now having concurrent jurisdiction for the enforcement
of Federal drug law, has any consideration been given to Involving
the FBI in DEA's 26 Federal, state and local task forces located
throughout the United States?   Inclusion of the FBI could enhance the
task force effort and present a more unified Federal image,

ANSWER:

Since the Inception of the Federal/State and Local Task Force Pro-
gram, DEA has been the lead agency in the funding and management of
the program.   The intent is to Increase state and local law enforce-
ment involvement and participation in the national effort against
drugs.    Direct FBI involvement is not considered to be essential
and, in fact, could be viewed as dupllcative of DEA's role.

Satellite Scanners

QUESTION;

As part of its research programs, DEA in 1984 initiated an operational
systems test of earth-orbiting satellite scanners for the location of
illicit cannabls cultivation. Was the test successful? If It was
successful, are there any plans to use the scanners for cannabis
detection in the U.S. and elsewhere in the near future?

ANSWER!

DEA continues to participate with all members of the scientific com-
munity in evaluating various aspects of satellite technology, but to
date, accurate location of illicit cannabls cultivation has been
most effective at aircraft level (low-flying) altitudes.e military in drug
